communal issue the Constituent Assembly will break
up on this most vital of questions without any power
to resolve the deadlock.
A second difficulty could have been caused by the
Constitution-making Assemblies for the Groups hav-
ing taken their decisions first. They would have all
developed isolationist tendencies, and decided upon
their Group Governments, and would naturally like
to reduce the Union Centre to a weak minimal centre,
cherished by Prof. Couplani
Such a Centre will be divided on the policy of the
Army, and of Foreign Affairs; will have to depend on
the mercy of the Groups for the financial needs; will
have no power, in an emergency, to feed the coun-
try, to plan an All-India Defence, to solve a deadlock,
to enforce a decision or to take a bold stand in inter-
national affairs.
There is not the least doubt that by these detailed
proposals Assam and the Hindus and Sikhs of the
Punjab have been delivered bound hand and foot to
the separatist ambition of the Muslim League. It does
not require more than a little mathematics to see the
justification for this criticism. The Group Constitution-
making Assemblies have been conceded full powers to
determine the future structure of the provincial con-
stitutions and are under no obligation to respect com-
munal issues as in the case of the General Constitution-
making Assembly.
The General Constitution-making Assembly will
consist of 292 representatives of British Indian Pro-
vinces* In the Constitution-making Assembly of the
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